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 A study session of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Tuesday, October 26, 2017; 
opening at 7:07 p.m. Mayor Lorenz presiding.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
      Present:   Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Lorenz  
      Absent:   Endres (excused) 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and City Attorney Schultz 
 
  
Approval of Agenda  
 
 Moved by Meskin, seconded Dzenko, to approve the agenda as submitted. 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:    None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
 
Medical Marijuana Update     O-012-17 
 
Attorney Schultz stated he sent out legislative and Act updates.  He asked City Council how 
they wanted to proceed.  The other two communities he works with are not opting in.  His firm 
does have a few who are opting in but are having a problem because the rules from LARA are 
still unclear.   
 
Schultz shared there will probably be a ballot proposal in November 2018.  The language will 
probably be what Colorado passed.   
 
Lorenz asked from a legal standpoint, does the State and Fed’s allow this?  Schultz replied, right 
now in Michigan we are just medical marijuana.  You are required to have a card. It is still a 
misdemeanor under Federal law, even in Colorado.   
 
Zubrzycki doesn’t see a benefit for the city.  Dzenko asked if they have to do anything.  Schultz 
stated they do not.  City agreed to not opting in.   
 
 
Rules with Televising Meetings    C3-008-17 
 
Lorenz noted Novi’s rules is basic handbook decorum.  He felt there are a few areas they may 
want to add to their Council handbook.  He feels it would be a good idea to go over their 
handbook every two years.   
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Martin discussed the Mayor’s term.  Council’s understanding was it was every two years, on the 
election cycle.  Martin stated they should probably formulize this. Lorenz reviewed the Charter 
stating Council shall hold its organization meeting at the first regular City Council meeting 
following certification of the regular city election, but then there is a section that says you’ll elect 
annually because it is based on the proceeding comments that there is an election annually.  So, 
it does need to be formalized.   
 
Dzenko asked what they are doing with video recordings?  Are the minutes the official record?  
Lorenz stated legally the minutes are the official record of the meeting.  There is nothing 
stopping someone from making a copy of the recording.  Lorenz doesn’t really see the benefit in 
destroying recordings. Zubrzycki is for destroying them.  Attorney Schultz stated they are under 
no obligation to keep the recordings.  It is purely a policy question.  He suggested having some 
language stating a meeting will not be cancelled because video equipment is not working.  City 
Council decides if they are going to tape a meeting or not.  You want to be in control.   
 
Lorenz suggested three things: making the minutes the official record of the meeting, City 
Council meetings will proceed as scheduled with or without video equipment operational and 
that meetings are broadcast at the pleasure of City Council and City Council can change policy at 
any time and is under no obligation from any “body” to broadcast.  Council agreed to have these 
three items ready to approve next meeting and then to strive to update the City Council 
handbook.   
 
Council discussed going into an executive session.  Zubrzycki would like a signal light showing 
when they are on and when off the air.  Lorenz feels meetings where they are adjourning to 
executive session should not be televised. 
 
 
2-Mill Expiration and Ballot Proposal   F-011-17 
 
Martin shared he just met with the auditor on Monday.  He will adjust the projections to actual 
now.  He reviewed the prior discussion on this and asked which direction does City Council 
want to go.  Financially we are doing ok and getting things done, but that will change soon 
enough.   
 
Meskin stated if the condos come to fruition then that should be put into the projections.  He 
would rather do a two-mill renewal right now.  Lorenz would like 7 mills in November 2018, 
roll it all into one.  Martin clarified they would not be asking for more because the other 
millages (2 mill & 5 mill) would go away. 
 
Council asked to put this on the agenda to discuss crating ballot language for November 
Election.   
 
 
Open Burning       O-013-17 
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Martin shared a lot of conversations on allowing fire pits and chimeneas; especially with all the 
propane pits now available.  We’ll have to look at our agreement with West Bloomfield to see if 
it says we’ll follow their rule.  He has been trying to get people to write letters to the fire 
department.  Lorenz asked this be put on the agenda for discussion.  
 
 
Parking in ROW      O-014-17 
 
Martin reviewed City Council approved “manner of parking” correcting the direction allowed to 
park in the road right-of-way.  Also, they approved allowing current gravel areas to be 
improved.  Planning Commission is currently discussing allowing gravel again.   
 
Lorenz requested this be removed from the agenda since it is on the Planning Commission 
agenda. 
 
 
 
 
Drones        O-015-17 
 
Lorenz is concerned with drones taking off from city property/parks.  He feels they should adopt 
a rule that drones are not allowed to take off from public property.   
 
Schultz will look into this. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Dzenko to adjourn the study session.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 

                                                                
     Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  
 
 


